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l have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statem ents of the Allen Parish Tourist 
Commission, a component unit of the Allen Parish Police Jury, as of and for the year ended December 
31, 2000. These general purp ose financial statem ents are the responsibility of the Allen Parish Tourist 
Com m ission m anagem ent. M y responsibilìty is "to express an opinion on "these general purp ose financial 
statements based on nay audit. 

1 conducted nay audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards 
applicable to finaueial audits contained in Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller 
General of the United States. Those standards require that

.l plan and perform the audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of m aterial 
misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the anaounts and 
disclosures in the general purpose financial statem ents. An audit also includes assessing the accounting 
principles used and significant estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as well as evaluating the overall general 
purpose financial statem ent presentation. I believe that m y audit provides a reasonable basis for m y 
opinion. 

In m y opinion, the general purpose financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all 
m aterial respects, the financial position of the Allen Parish Tourist Com m ission as of D ecem ber 31,2000 
and the results of its operations for the year then ended in conform ity with generally accepted accounting 
principles. 

In accordance with Governm ent Auditing Standards, I have also issued nay report dated M ay 09 
2001, on nay consideration of Allen Parish Tourist Com m ission's intern al control over financial 
reporting and nay tests of its com pliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and 
grants. That report is an integral part of an audit perform ed in accordance with Government Auditing 

Standards and should be read in conjunction with this report in considering the results of my audit. 

i ~P~ , ~_, Royce T. Seimemi, CPA, Inc 
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A SSETS 

AI.I.I{N I'ARISII TOURIST COM M ISSION 

Com bined Balance Sheet - All Fund Types and Account Groups 

Decem ber 31, 2000 

('ash 
Taxes receivable 
Sccurily deposits 
lnleresl receivable 
Prepaid Postage 
Prepaid A ssets - Kinder Land 
Fixed assets 
Am ount available in D ebt Service l"und 
Am ount 1o be provided for 
retirem ent of long-term debl 

TOTA l. A S SI';'I'S 

I.IAllII.I'I'II{S AND FUNI) EQUITY 

Accounts payable 
Payroll taxes payable 
('om pcnsaled absences payable 
Capital lease payable 
G eneral obligation bonds payable 

rl'olal I ,iabilities 

Fund Equity 
Investm ent in general fixed assets 
Fund balance 
D esignated 
Unreserved and undesignated 

Total Fund Equity 

I'OTAI, LIABII,1TIES AN D 

F(JNI) EQUITY 

See accom panying notes. 

_GOV I';RN M ENTA1, FUNI) TYPI';S 

GEN EI{AI, 
FUNI) 

I}EI/T 
SERVICF, 
FUNI} 

CAPITAl, 
I'ROJI';CTS 
FUNI) 

$ 22,679 $ 61,404 

$ 18L8~2442 $ 22,67~  $ ~ !,404 

9~867 

60,000 
112,575 
!72,5--75 

2~679 
2~679 

61,404 
61,404 

$18_2,4_4_2 $ ~ 7629 $ =6 L4Q4 



A CCOU N T G ROU I'S 

GEN EI(A1 
I,'IXEI) 
A SSETS 

292.426 

$ 292,426 

292.426 

292,426 

GEN I~.RA1. 
I.ON G -TEI/.M  

I)EBT 

$ 

22,679 

1~ 29 

$ ~88,598 

$ 

3,508 
!851099 
18~ 508 

TOTALS 

(M EM ORANI)UM 
ONLY) 

$ 247,172 
12,732 

150 
2,315 
156 

4,000 
292,426 
22.679 

165,829 

$ 4,951 
1,038 
3,878 
3,508 

185,000 
198~ 375 

292.426 

60,000 
196,658 
549,084 

$~9~ 426 $188.508 $ 747.459 
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RI';VI';N U ES 
1 lolcl/M olcl tax 
]n|elCS[ 

TOTAL RI{VI~;NUES 

I{XI'IgNI)ITUI/lgS 
CIIIIe]ll 
Advertising 
Bank cha~ges 
Conlracl labor 
1)ues 
l,;mployce Bcnefils 
]llSlllallCe 
Payroll taxes 
Professional Ices 
l~lonloI[ollaIs 
RcrJtals 
P.epairs and nlainlenance 
Salaries 

AI.I,EN PARISII TOURIST COM M ISSION 

glalem enl ofRcvcnues, Expendiltlres and 
Changes in Fund 13alancc - Governm enlal Fund Typc 

Supplies 
Telephone 
3'laining and education 
Travcl 
Ulililies 

Capilal outlay 
Dchl Service 

Pt incipal Retirem ent 
lnlcresl 

TOTAl, EXPIgNI)ITUII.lgS 

Year I;ndcd December 31 

GENERAL 
FUNI) 

$ 244,331 
8A 28 

_252fl59 

29,375 
49 

2,614 
750 

1,483 
2,019 
4,123 
7,020 
38,040 

869 
2,694 
55,306 
15,327 
6,432 
920 

8,857 
2,680 
37.009 

2,004 
2,048 

21~ 619 

, 2000 

DEBT CAPITAL 
SERVICE PROJECTS 
FUNI) FUNI) 

254 
254 

2O 

15,000 
_  8~903 
23~ 3923 

$ 

_  3,148 

2,232 

2,325 

TOTAl ,S 
(M EMORANI)UM ) 

ON I ,Y 

$ 244,331 
_  11,830 
_256,161 

29,375 
162 

2,614 
750 

1,483 
2,019 
4,123 
7,020 
38,040 

869 
2,694 
55,306 
15,327 
6,432 
920 

8,857 
2,680 
39,241 

17,004 
_ !0,951 
245,867 

EXCESS (DEIqCII~;NCY) OF REVI~.NUES 
OVI ';R I ~;X PI ~;NI )I TUR l ~S 33fl40 

~(23,669) 82.:1 _ 10,294 

OTIIF.R FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Opcraling tJansfers in (out) J~ 376D .28,376 

XCESS (I)H qCIIgNCY) OF I~.I~VENUES 
AND O~IIIIIR SOURCES OVER 
I{XPI';NDITUI~.I~;S AND OTIIER USES 

UNI) BAI,ANCE - BEGINNING 

FUNI) BAI.ANCI'; - ENDING 

See acconlpanying llolcs. 

4,764 

167,811 

6 

4,707 

_1_Z972 

823 

60 581 

s 6J==M o4 

10,294 

246,364 

$ a56,65~ 



AI.I.EN PAR1SI1 TOU Pd ST COM M ISSION 

Slalcm cnl of Revenues, Fxpcndiiurcs and 
Changes in Fund Balance - Budget and Actual - General Fund 

RI,;VI,;NUI';S 
1 lotcl/M olcl tax 
lntclcst 

TOTAl. ]I.EVI ~.N 1.11,;S 

I~XI~ENI)ITUI~.ES 
Currcnl 
Advertising 
Bank charges 
(;ol~ll acl labo] 
1)ues 
l,;mployec Benefits 
]nstlrallCC 
aym ll |axes 
Jofessional fees 
])ronloliollals 
Rentals 
Repairs and nlainlenallce 
Salaries 
Supplies 
Telephone 
T]aining and education 
Tlavel 
Ufililies 

Capilal oullay 
Dcbl Service 
l']incipal Rclilcm cnt 
hllcrcsI 

"I'OTAL EXI~ENI)ITUI{I{S 

Year F.nded December 31,2000 

XCl,;SS O1: II.EVI{NtIES OVER I{XPI~.NI)ITURI'2S 

O'I'!IER lqNANCING SOllRCES (USES) 
OpelaliBg lransfcrs oal 

I{XCESS (DEIqCII~.NCY) OF REVENU1,;S 
AND OTI1ER SOUP.CES OVER 
I~.XPI{NI)ITURES AND OTIIER USES 

L)NI) BA1.ANCE - BEGINNING 

FUNI) BA1,AN('E - ENI)ING 

See accolllpailying lloles, 

~ 7 

Bud2.e! _Actua! 

$ 230,000 

234,600 

19,500 
50 

6,000 
800 

2,000 
2,100 
3,800 
5,000 
42,000 
6,000 
3,000 
56,100 
20,000 
5,800 
3,000 
6,000 
1,500 
20.000 

17,004 

_ 11~379 
23k033 

3,567 

3,567 

L67,811 

$ !21.378 

$ 244,331 
_  
8,428 

252,759 

29,375 
49 

2,614 
750 

1,483 
2,019 
4,123 
7,020 
38,040 

869 
2,694 
55,306 
15,327 
6,432 
920 

8,857 
2,680 
37,009 

2,004 
_  2,04~ 
219fi 19 

_ 33,!40 

ValJallce 
Favorable 

[U!ffavorable) 

$ 14,331 
_ 3,828 
_  18,159 

15,000 
9~331 

!1,414 

29,573 

X28.q76) _(28,376) 

4,764 

! 67,811 

$1̀72~575 

97 

$ =  ]~!97 



ALLEN PARISH TOURIST COM M ISSION 

Notes to Financial Statem ents 

December 31, 2000 

NOTE A - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUN TING POLICIES 

The Allen Parish Tourist Commission was created by the Allen Parish Police Jury under LSA-RS 
33:4574. The Com m ission is govern ed by a board of seven com m issioners who are appointed by the 
Allen Parish Police Jury. The Commission has as its purpose the prom otion of tourism within Allen 
Parish, 

The financial statem ents of the Allen Parish Tourist Commission have been prepared in conformity with 
generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to government units. The Governmental 
Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the aeeepted standard-setting body for establishing 
govern mental accounting and financial reporting principles. The m ore significant of the governm ent's 
aecounting policies are described below . 

1, Reporting Entity 

GASB Statem ent No. 14 established criteria for determ ining the governm ental reporting entity and 
com ponent units that should be included within the reporting entity. For finaneial reporting purposes

, in 
conform ance with GASB Statem ent No. 14, the Allen Parish Tourist Com m ission includes all funds

, 

account groups, et cetera, that are within the oversight responsibility of the Allen Parish Tourist 
Comm ission. 

A s the governing authority, for reporting purposes, the A llen Parish Police Jury is the financial reporting 

entity. The financial reporting entity consists of(a) the primary government, Co) organizations for which 
the primary government is financially aeeountable, and (e) other organizations for which nature and 
significance of their relationship with the prim ary governm ent are such that exclusion would cause the 
reporting entity's financial statem ents to be m isleading or incomplete. 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for determ ining which 
component units should be considered part of the Allen Parish Police Jury  for financial reporting 
purposes. "/'he basic criterion for including a potential com ponent unit w ithin the reporting entity is 
financial accountability. The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in determ ining financial 
accountability. These criteria include: 

1I 

111 

Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body and 
a. Th e ability of the Allen Parish Poliee Jury to impose its will on 

that organization and/or 
b. The potential for the organization to provide specific financial 

benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the Allen Parish Police Jury. 
Organizations for whieh the Allen Parish Police Jury does not appoint a voting 
majority but are fiseally dependent on the Allen Parish Police Jury . 
Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statem ents could be 

- 0 



ALLEN PARISH TOURIST COM M ISSION 

N otes to Financial Statem ents 

December 31, 2000 

NOTE A - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES - CONTINUED 

m isleading if data of the organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the 
relationship. 

Based upon the application of these criteria, Allen Parish Tourist Com m ission is a com ponent unit of the 
Allen Parish Police Jury's reporting entity. 

2. Fund Accounting 

The Allen Parish Tourist Com mission uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position 
and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance and to aid 
financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions relating to certain govern m ent funetions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set & accounts. On the other hand, an 
account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and 
liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable financial 
resources. 

The following funds and group of accounts are used by the Comm ission 

Governm ental Funds: 
l"unds of the Com m ission are classified as governm ental funds. Governm ental funds account for the 
Comm ission's general activities, including the collection and disbursement of specific or legally 
reslricted m onies and the acquisition or construction of general fixed assets. Governm ental funds of the 
Com m ission include: 

1. General Fund - the general operating fund of the Com m ission and accounts for all 
financial resources, except those required to be accounted for in another funds. 

ll. Debt Service Fund - used to account for the accum ulation of resources for, and the 
payment of, general long-term debt. 

Ill. Capital Projects Fund - accounts for land acquisitions and construction of permanent 
capital facilities. This fund accounts for the construction of two office buildings 

Account Groups: 
General Fixed Assets Account Group: 
Fixed assets of govern m ental funds are recorded as expenditures at the tim e they are purchased or 
constructed, and the related assets are capitalized (reported) in the general fixed assets account group. 
No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at historical cost 

General 1.ong-Term Debt Account Group: 
The general long-term debt account group is used to account for general long-term debt. 

3. Basis of Accounting 

The accounting and finaneial reporting treatm ent applied to a fund is determ ined by its m easurem ent 
focus. All governm ental funds are accounted for using a current financial resources m easurem ent focus 



ALLEN PARISH TOURIST COM M ISSION 

N otes to Financial Statem ents 

D ecem ber 31. 2000 

NOTE A - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES - CONTINUED 

W ilh lhis m easurem ent focus, only current assets and current liabilities generally are included on lhe 

balance sheet. Operating statements of these funds present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing 
sources) and decreases (i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. 

The m odified accrual basis of accounting is used by all governm ental fund types. Under the m odified 
accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they become 
both measurable and available). "Measurable" means the amount of the transaction can be determined 
and "available" m eans collectible within the eurrent period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay 
liabilities of the current period. A one-year availability period is used for revenue recognition for all 
governm ental fund revenues. Expenditures are recorded when the related fund liability is incurred. 

Those revenues susceptible to accrual are hotel/m otel tax and interest. 

4. Cash 

Cash includes am ounts in dem and deposits and tim e deposits with original m aturities of 90 days or less. 
Under stale law, lhe Com m ission m ay deposit funds in dem and deposits, interest-bearing dem and 
deposits, money m arket accounls, or time deposits with stale banks organized under Louisiana law and 
national banks having their principal offices in Louisiana. 

These deposits arc slated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or the 
resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned 
by the fiscal agent bank. The m arket value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance 
nm sl at all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent. At December 31, 2000, the 
Commission had $274,687 in deposits (collected bank balances), all of which was secured from risk by 
federal deposit insurance and pledged securities. 

5. Budget 

A general fund budget is adopted on a basis consistent w ith generally accepted accounting principles 
All annual appropriations lapse at fiscal year end. 

On oi" before lhe lasl m eeting of each year, the budget is prepared by function and activity, and includes 
information on the past year, current year estimates and requested appropriations for the next fiscal year 

The proposed budget is presented to the govern m ent's Board of Com m issioners for review . The board 
holds a public hearing and m ay add to, subtract from or change appropriations, but m ay not change the 
form of the budget. Any changes in the budget must be within the revenues and reserves estim ated. 

Expenditures m ay nol legally exceed budgeted appropriations at the activity level. The final budget for 
2000 includes the original budget and all am endm ents during the year. 

- 10- 



A I.LEN PARISll qO URIST COM M ISSION 

N otes to Financial Statem ents 

Decem ber 31. 2000 

NOTE A - SUM M ARY O1" SIGNIIqCANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES - CONT1NUEI) 

6. Tolal Colum ns o11 Statem ents 

Total coltunns on the financial statem ents are caplioned "m em orandum only" to indicate that they arc 
presenled only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these colunm s do not present financial position or 
results of operations in conform ily w ith generally accepted accounting principles. N either is such dala 
com parable to a consolidation. Intcrfund elim inations have not been m ade in the aggregation of this 
data. 

N OTI'; B - 110TEI JM Oq'EI. TAX ES 

Alien Parish Tourist Com lnission is authorized lo levy and collect a tax upon the occupancy of hotel 
rooms, nmlel rooms, mad overnight camping facilities within the jurisdiction of the Allen l'm'ish Tourism 
Com m ission 11ol Io exceed three percent of the rcrd o1" fee charged for such occupancy. 

NOTE C - CI1AN GES 1N GIgNEP, A1, FIXED A SSETS 

A summary of changes in general fixed assets follows 

l ~quipm enl 
Furniture & Fixtures 
Building 
Leasehold lm provenaents 
Total 

12/31/99 
Balance 

$ 105,351 
13,714 
128,471 
~  .5,6_50 

N et 2000 
Additions 

$ 36,875 
2,365 

$ ~ 24Q 

12/31/00 
Balance 

$ 142,226 
16,079 
128,471 
5,650 

$ 92~  

N OTE I) CO M PI';N SA TI';I) A I~SEN CES 
Full tim e em ployees receive sick leave at a rate of 104 hours per year. Sick leave is paid upon 
relirem enl and has been accrued in the financial statem ents. Full tim e em ployees also receive 
annual leave based upon length of employment. The annual leave becom es available to 
em ployees on the anniversary date of each work year. Annual leave is paid to em ployees upon 
term ination of em ploym ent or retirem ent and has been accrued in the fin ancial statem ents. 
Em ployees earn annual leave as follow s: 

1 Y ear 
2-6 Years 
154 Years 

5 D ays 
10 D ays 
20 D ays 

Accrued leave payable was $3,878 for the year ended December 31,2000 



ALLEN PARISH TOURIST COM M ISSION 

NOTE E - LONG-TERM  DEBT 

N otes to Financial Statem ents 

December 31, 2000 

1. Debt Outstanding 

Capital Lease Payable at December 31, 2000, is com prised of the following issue 

$3,835 capital lease dated December 1,2000; due in m onthly instalhnents of $205 through 
Novem ber 1,2002; interest at 27.6% . 

Bonds payable at December 31, 2000, is comprised of the following issue 

$200,000 general obligation bonds dated February 1, 1999; due in annual installm ents of $15,000 
to $25,000 through February 1, 2009; interest at 4.625% . 

The following is a sum m ary of the long-term debt transactions during the year ending D ecember 31 
2000: 

Long-term debt payable at 12/31/99 
Additions 
Paym ents 
Long-term  debt payable at 12/31/00 

2. Debt Service Requirem ents to M aturity 

Bonded 
Debt 

$ 201,677 
3,835 
17,004 

$ 188.508 

The annual requirem ents to am ortize all debts outstanding as of December 31, 2000, including interest 
payments of $42,205 are as follows: 

Year Endine Deeember 31 
2001 
2002 
2003 
2004 
2005 
Thereafter 

NOTE F - RISK M ANAGEM ENT 

Total 
$ 25,669 

24,567 
25,706 
25,781 
24,856 
104,134 

$ 230.713 

The Comm ission is exposed to various risks of loss related to torts; theft of, dam age to and destruction of 
assets; errors and omissions; injuries to employees; and natural disasters. The Commission maintains 
commercial insurance coverage covering each of those risks of loss. M anagement believes such 
coverage is sufficient to preclude any significant uninsured losses to the Comm ission. Settled claims 
have not exceeded this comm ercial coverage in any of the past three fiscal years. 

- 12- 



A 1.1 .l ;~N PAR1 S] 1 q'OU RI ST COM  M  1S S1 ON 

N otes to Financial Statem ents 

I)cccm ber 31,2000 

N OTE G - COM M ITM I';N TS AN D CON TINGENCIES 

Prior to December 31, 1998, the Com m ission received notification thai the ltoliday hm F, xprcss of 
Kinder had been paying the occupancy tax on rooms subject to a twelve monfl~ lease agreement wilh lhc 
Coushalta Tribe of Louisiana. Section 5, Ordinance 5116 of file parish sales tax law provides thai, "The 
lax shall nol apply to those hotel room s rented on an annual contract basis for consecutive days, or 
nonconsecutive days." lloliday hm Express requested a refund of $55,832. ]lowcver, the eonlracls 
ln'ovided were not signed by the Coushatta Tribe of 1,ouisiana. Signed copies of the contract were 
rcqueslcd by the Sales and Use Tax l)eparlm enI of the Allen Parish School Board but wcrc never 
provided. No furlher action has been taken. M anagem ent feels that it is neither probable nor reasonably 
possible thai lhe m aller win result in a refund being paid and no accrual has been m ade. 

On l)ccember 4, 2000, the board of directors approved the purchase of a tract of land in Kinder for 
$40,000. On l)ecember 22, 2000, the commission paid a $4,000 earnest m oney deposit. This amount is 
reported as a prepaid asset in the financial statem ents. 

N OTE II - D F, SIGNATI,;I) FUND BALAN CI 

On l)cccmber 28, 1999, the board of directors designated $60,000 of the fund balance for the purchase of 
land and conslruclion of a ncw office building in Kinder; 

NOTI'; l - OPI~,RATING 1,EASES 

The Com nfission has entered into an operating lease for a postage m eter. The lease is for 54 m onlhs and 
is noncancclablc. For the year ended December 31,2000, operating lease expenditures totaled $778. 

The ammal requircm enls to fulfil noncancelable lease obligations arc as follows 

yearlhldil~,l)ecember31, 
2001 
2002 
2003 
2004 

- 23 

Total 
$ 778 

778 
777 

_ _  194 
$ ~ 2527 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON COM PLIANCE AND ON INTERN AL 
CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL RE PORTIN G BASED ON AN AUDIT OF 

GENERAl. PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS PERFORM ED IN  ACCORDANCE WITH 
GOVERNM ENT A UDITING STANDARDS 

Board of Com m issioners 
Allen Parish Tourist Com m ission 
Oberlin, Louisiana 

M ay 09, 2001 

I have audited the general purpose financial statements of Allen Parish Tourist Comm ission, a 
component unit of the Allen Parish Police Jury, as of and for the year ended December 31,2000, and 
have issued m y report thereon dated M ay 09, 2001. I conducted m y audit in accordance with generally 
accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable tq financial audits contained in Government 
Auditing Standards., issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States. 

Co.Q~ d)liance 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether Allen Parish Tourist Com m ission's general 
purpose financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, I perform ed tests of its com pliance with 
certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a 
direct and m aterial effect on the determ ination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an 
opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of my audit and, accordingly, I do not 
express such an opinion. The results of my tests disclosed instances of noncompliance that are required 
to be reported under Government Auditing Standards which are described in the accompanying schedule 
of findings. 

ernal Control O ver Financial Renortin~ 
In planning and perform ing m y audit, I considered Allen Parish Tourist Com m ission's internal control 
over financial reporting in order to determ ine nay auditing procedures for the purp ose of expressing nay 
opinion on the general purp ose financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the internal control 
over financial reporting, ttowever, I noted certain m atters involving the internal control over financial 
reporting and its operation that I consider to be reportable conditions. Reportable conditions involve 
m atters com ing to nay attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the 
internal control over financial reporting that, in my judgment, could adversely affect Allen Parish Tourist 
Commission's ability to record, process, summarize and report financial data consistent with the 
assertions of m anagem ent in the general purp ose financial statem ents. Reportable conditions are 
described in the accom panying schedule of findings. 
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A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or m ore of the intern al 
control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatem ents in am ounts that 
would be material in relation to the genera/purpose financial statements being audited m ay occur and not 
be detected within a tim ely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned 
functions. M y consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily 
disclose all m atters in the intern al control that m ight be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would 
not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be m aterial weaknesses. 
1 lowever, I believe none of the reportable conditions described above is a m aterial weakness. 

This reporl is intended solely for the inform ation of m anagem ent and use of the Legislative Auditor of 
the State of Louisiana and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these 
specified parties. 

T ~ , L P ~. ;~',,,.~. Royce T. Scimemi, CPA, Inc 
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ALLEN PARISH TOURIST COM M SSION 

Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 

Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2000 

Attorney General Opinion N o. 98-311 stales "It is the opinion that there is a distinction between 
promotion of tourism through the promotion of tourist attractions and advertising and publishing 
inform ation relating to those attractions and producing or creating tourist attractions. This distinction is 
evidenced by the prohibition against the Tourist com mission engaging in activities which would result in 
competition with local retail businesses or enterprises found at LA RS 33:4574(E)". 

Article 7, Section 14 of the Louisiana Constitution states "A. Prohibited Uses. Except as otherwise 
provided by this constitution, the Funds, credit, property, or things of value of the state or of any political 
subdivision shall not be loaned, pledged, or donated to or for any person, association, or corp oration, 

public or private". The Com m ission violated this provision in the following instance : 

A total of $50 was spent to provide a band for the M ain Street Bicycle group touring the area. 
This payment appears to be a good faith effort to prom ote tourism in Allen Parish. However, it 
also appears to be in violation of the above referenced provisions. 

A total of $1,245 was spent to provide dinner for the members of the Coushatta Tribal Council to 
show appreciation for the tourism their casino brings into the parish. This paym ent appears to be 
a good faith effort to prom ote tourism in Allen Parish. However, it also appears to be in violation 
of the above referenced provisions. 
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ALLEN PARISH TOURIST COM M ISSION 

Corrective A ction Plan 

Year Ended December 31, 2000 

W e agree with the findings on non-compliance with Attorney General Opinion No. 98-311 and Article 7 
Section 14 of the Louisiana Constitution. The board was m ade aware of the Article 7 Section 14 
violation in the last year's findings. However, after legal review, we disagreed with the findings and 
requested an Attorney General opinion as to the legality of the expenditures. On December 23, 2000 the 
Attorn ey General responded to the request for an opinion informing the board that the auditor's prior 
year findings were correct. The expenditures noted in the findings occurred prior to the receipt of that 
opinion. 

]'he Board is presently fully aware of the prohibition against creation of an event and of donations and 
has complied with them from the tim e the opinion has been received. 

Board President 
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ALLEN PARISH TOURIST COM M ISSION 

Summary of Prior Year Findings and Questioned Costs 

Year Ended December 31, 2000 

All prior year findings have been corrected satisfactorily after the Atlom ey General opinion noted in the 
Corrective Action Plan was received. 


